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OLIVIA LOCHER FIGHTS BACK

By Pedro Silmon, September 8, 2017

While it may seem reasonable for Massachusetts to impose a ban on upskirt photos or for a man to be seen to be sexually
aroused in public, why has a small town in Texas barred children from wearing unusual haircuts? Why is riding a bike in a
swimming pool illegal in California? And, why is it against the law in Kansas to serve wine in teacups?

Artist Olivia Locher, who scoured the statute books of all 50 states in America, discovering these peculiar eccentricities
and many others, doesn’t have the answers to these questions, but has created a series of striking photographic images
lampooning some of the hundreds of decisions, big and small, made every year by local and state lawmakers.

But Locher, whose work has been exhibited internationally, including at Aperture Foundation / New York, Le Dictateur /
Milan, and Fashion Space Gallery / London, and has appeared in numerous magazines such as the New York Times
Magazine, W, Neon, and Interview hasn’t just done it for fun; sometimes confrontational, often amusing, her photographs
are intended to raise serious points about politics and social conventions.

Olivia Locher: | Fought the Law at Steven Kasher Gallery is the artist’s first New York solo exhibition and marks the
publication of her first monograph which bears the same title (Chronicle Books, September 2017).
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