
white “corpse paint” on their
faces, often embellished with
fake blood.

These two striking subjects
sometimes meet: A long-haired
musician, his belly hanging over
the brim of his leather pants,
corpse paint covering his face,
takes a stroll through a forest or
fjord.

Other photos find musicians
crossing paths with other Nor-
wegians en route to said fjord.

In one particularly memo-
rable photograph, a musician
known as Kvitrafn, from the
band Wardruna, stands on a city
sidewalk as an elderly woman
passes by. Her mouth is open,
her expression seemingly a mix

of fear and disdain.
Beste says the musicians

rarely traipse about leisurely in
their corpse paint. That shot
was good timing: Kvitrafn “had
just put on his makeup in the
house; we were running to the
car to drive to the forest for a
shoot. In just a few seconds I
caught that.”

The fear and disdain on the
face of the passer-by isn’t with-
out just cause.

Norway’s black-metal scene
earned a ghastly reputation in
the ’90s, when it was associated
with a spate of church burnings
and the notorious murder of one
musician by another.

For many in Norway, the
worst offense occurred when

Fantoft stave church, a
centuries-old, wooden struc-
ture, was burned to the ground.
Beste calls the act “a horrible
tragedy that infuriated people;
the news got around the world.”

Because there’s “very little
separation between church and
state” in Norway, Beste says the
church became the obvious tar-
get for those who wished to
rebel. An unexpected conse-
quence of the metal scene was to
galvanize Christians in the
country.

“The original intention
might have been to eliminate
Christianity from Norway,” Be-
ste says, “which is a ridiculous
goal. Instead they brought
people closer together. One
church would burn down and
two would go up. They didn’t
end up scaring anybody.”

Beste, who turns 30 next
month, was born in Washing-
ton, D.C., but grew up in Hous-
ton, as a metal fan. He came
across some tabloid accounts of
this music scene and “devel-
oped this fantastical picture in
my mind of what these guys
looked like.”

He’d go see some of the
bands when they’d perform in
Texas. Beste would shoot the
shows and e-mail photos to the
bands. After saving some mon-
ey, he traveled to Norway for
five weeks and worked the con-
nections he had. Slowly some of
the musicians opened up to
him.

He detects conflict at the
heart of the scene today. Black
metal’s past has, not surpris-
ingly, been inescapable. One of
its most notorious performers,
Varg Vikernes, who murdered a
member of Mayhem and who
was believed to be involved in
several arsons, remains in
prison today.

Beste says there’s a fatigue
on the part of the musicians per-
forming today of “being sensa-

tionalized.”
Of course, when cow’s blood

is applied to naked people hang-
ing from crosses on a stage, sen-
sational is as hard to sidestep as
a pool of red on the floor. But
Beste also points to the old pa-
gan mythologies that some of
the musicians are trying to pre-
serve.

“It’s something stronger, in
my eyes, than just a bunch of
(ticked) off metal guys burning
down churches. It gets deeper to
the point of why Norway, one of
the richest countries in the
world, with the highest stan-
dard of living, has something
like this happen, the rise of this
culture.”

There’s also a recent desire
on the part of the musicians for
respect of a strictly musical na-
ture.

“As time went on, the tabloid
stuff became less important,”
Beste says. “The musicianship
has gotten better over the years.
There’s a focus on the quality of
the music. You’re seeing a little
less theater.”

Though the theater makes
for interesting images.

Beste opened an exhibit of
the Norwegian metal photos in
New York City, where he now
lives, earlier this month. Next
he’ll turn his attention to edit-
ing photos for his second book,
which documents Houston’s
hip-hop scene.

The two might seem to have
little in common, but Beste
notes some parallels.

“Both are image-conscious
scenes, both are skeptical of
outsiders,” he says. “Both want
to give you one tough-guy pose.
But if you can get into some so-
cial situations, just hanging out
and relaxing, the guard comes
down. That’s when the camera
comes out and you get the most
honest photos.”

andrew.dansby@chron.com

PETER BESTE PHOTOS

HANGOUT: Elm Street Pub portrays headbanging rockers in their
natural habitat in Oslo, Norway, in 2003.

HOT: Beste’s subject breathes fire in a case in Frost of 1349.

GETTING READY: A metalhead applies makeup in his bathroom in
Beste’s Nattefrost of Carpathian Forest.

BESTE: Musicians bring reactions
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Howard Miller

Grandfather
Clocks

50% Off

$2,105.00
MSRP

Howard Miller
Grandfather

Clock!

WIN A
FREE

Pick the key &

At least one clock given away
each week in May.

No purchase necessary
Contest ends May 31, 2008.

713-629-6400 • 4380 Westheimer
www.laviedayspa.com

Salon & Day Spa
A Little Bit of Heaven on Earth

The Perfect Updo For Your
Prom • Wedding

Formal Event

Look & feel fabulous on 
your special day. 

Ask about our spa packages.

Gift Certificates Available

PUBLIC AUCTION
Wal-Mart Fixtures and Automotive Equipment

610 Sawdust Rd.
The Woodlands, TX

Saturday, May 17th @ 10 am

COMPLETE LIQUIDATION
Forklift • Pallet Racking • Gondola Shelving • Baler • 

Compactor • Some Automotive Equipment
Visit www.bonnetteauctions.com for a complete listing

Terms: Cash or Check w/bank letter of guarantee accepted.
Wal-Mart reserves the right to withdraw items prior to auction. 
TX #13418

Bonnette Auction Company
318-443-6614

SELL it to the HIGHEST BIDDER right here.
Grab the attention of 1.7 million Chronicle readers by advertising 
every Thursday,Friday and Sunday under the Auction Banner.

Call 713.362.3308 or e-mail auctions@chron.com today!

Are you ready for today? 

chron.com/auctions

ABSOLUTE AUCTION • 1252 Oriental Rugs
To satisfy Judgement against AZIZI Corp.
404 Main Street, Gaithersburg, Md. 20878

SATURDAY, MAY 17TH @ 12PM - PREVIEW 10AM
SUNDAY, MAY 18TH @ 1PM - PREVIEW 11AM

NO MINIMUM, NO RESERVE
EVERY RUG MUST BE SOLD IMMEDIATELY TO SATISFY JUDGEMENT

Location: Woodlake Square Shopping Center
9600 Westheimer, Ste. 34, Houston, Texas 77063

713-952-7661
N.E. corner of Gessner & Westheimer

Terms, Cash, Credit Card ONLY. 10% Buyers Premium
Auctioneer Donald H. Mudd TX Lic # 8290. Dealers need Tx. Resale Cert.

Estate, Guns and Coin Auction 
Sunday, May 18th 1PM, View at Noon

14463 Luthe Rd. in Houston
Webster’s Auction will sell an Estate, over 90 Guns, Gold Coins, Silver 
Dollars, Pronto Motorized Wheel Chair w/ charger, Antique China 
Cabinet, Large Oriental Rugs, Kenmore Refrigerator, Crystal Lamps, 
Grandfather Clock, Curio Cabinets, Bedroom Set, Computer Desk, 
Computers, Printers, Bookshelves, Dining Table with Chairs, Stereo, Plant 
Stands, Hutches, Rockers, Glider, Benches Framed Prints, Crystal Stems, 
Decanters, Sets of China, Quilts, Side Tables, Sofa, Partners Desk, Office 
Chairs, Gemstone Jewelry and more. Col. Webster #7460 12% bp, cash, 
cc, cks. 281-442-2351. www.webstersauction.com for pictures & lists

Auction Calendar
To advertise contact 713-224-6868 

or auctions@chron.com
Proud TAA Sponsor
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W a r e h o u s e L i q u i d a t i o n A u c t i o n
Tuesday, May 20, 2008  @ 10:00 AM

13010 Player St, Houston 77045
General Merchandise, Collectibles, Glass & What-Nots, Primitives, Art, Phone Booth,, Tom’s Snack 

Machine, Elect, Lights & Exit Signs, Sinks, Fireplace, Tables, Chairs, Desks, Massage Bed, Shelving, 
Plate Soil Compactor, Pallet Jack, Tools, Office Trailer & More!

More Info & Pictures @ http://www.t-na.com
CASH ONLY, Refundable $100 Cash Deposit Required  10% BP

Texas-National Auctioneers         J. Ford  TX 12478                281-479-7848

Antique Days at Navasota                         June 27-29, 2008
Wide Variety of Antique Items

Grimes County Expo Center, $5.00 entry fee, 12 & under free
Dealer spaces available! A/C inside or pavilion outside spaces from $90.00

(includes electricity); on-site concessions.
For additional info or to reserve dealer spaces, contact us at:

979.324.5184                       936.825.7511                   kijwells@gmail.com

www.galleryauctions.com

TWO BIG AUCTIONS
Monday, May 19th 9:30am

Belgian, French, English & American!
Something for Everyone!

Tuesday, May 20th 6:30pm
Phillips Selections from Great

Britain & International Markets!
10205 Sweetwater 281-931-0100

V.Vines 6153 12%bp

Pierce’s American 
Antique Auction
Mon., May 19, 7 pm

Open 5:00 pm
Information & Photos
www.PiercesAmerican
AntiqueAuctions.com

Great load of 1900’s American oak, 
mahogany, walnut Victorian.
Delivery & Refinishing

Services Available
713-453-6582 or 281-782-7979

J. Pierce #6827 12% bp
2% discount cash & checks

ESTATE CONSIGNMENT AUCTION 
Sat. May 17th at 6:00pm in Trinity,Tx.
Trinity Auction Gallery 103 W. Main.

See us on the web 
www.trinityauctiongallery.com 

for auction schedule, pictures and directions.
Phone: 936-594-0812.
10% Buyers Premium.

D. Drake TL #16244 Member: NAA/TAA

Lewis & Maese Auction Co.
Next Auction
May 28 @ 6:30 PM

We accept consignments daily.
LMAuctionCo.com

2301 Sabine Street at Weber
713-880-0891 • Fax 713-861-7291
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