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The ominous plsage of King op Hell,
Jrom Lhe band Gorporodh.

Gaakl, anolher Gorgorolh member,
helped pef e book going in 2002

PORTFOLIO

By Casey DoLan

Timen X0aF Wriker

OUR naked men and women covensd In oows” Blood hang

suspended from crosses while a rock band plays, bathed
in red light. At the edge of the stage ks a phalanx of sheep
heads, Impaled on stakes and frozen In death grins. The
slate-colored eves of the singer, Gaahl, peering through
dark, tangled tresses, are upon us — his corpse paint
dried to the consistency of eraciosd concrele, MASCArE

Carpalkian Forest member
Nalfefroal poses for Resle

ack smudges over cadaver white.

Such spectacies are not usually associated with Norvay, but Peter Beste, n
Houston photographer with a knack for penetmting popular mushke subseul-
tures, shows a different side of the idyillc northermn parndise in a new collee
table book arriving Thursday, “True Norwegian Black Metal ” featuring maore
than 130 photos

In the concert photograph mentioned above, It s Gorgonoth on stage, the
Norweglan black metal band being one of the prime examples of a sub-genre
of heavy-motal music known for its assaultbve power, Salanke of Odinde under-
pinnings — and a history of violent, criminal nctivity

Beste startad this project more than seven years ago, making several trips
Lo Norway, “fecling my way along . . . bullding these relationships. 1 had grown

up on more malnstream heavy metal, but [ was Mascinated by the fantastical
and insane [in Norweglan black metal).”
He was gradually sccepted into the inner clreles. =T saw Gorgonoth in Mil-

Froaf iz oapiured on filmal a
performance of hix band 1349 in Oalo
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Protographa by Prrea Nesrs

PFUBLIC EYE: Peler Besie's book caplunes musicians such as Keilrafn, righ! (exr-Gorgoroth, now of Wardruna, fans and coen foresis that inspire bands

Meet the dark spirits
of Norwegian black metal

wanukee In 2002, [shot the band | and Gazhl thought I capiured his essence, S0
I went Lo Norway for fhve weeks with no agenda . . . They werne very susplcious
prople. Norwegians tend Lo be private. Butl there was never ever fear, once [
realized that Lthese guys are [more] educaled and nicer than Lhe everyday
people In New York. It also helped Lhat [ wasn't a long-halred dude ™

In the B0s, a series of church burnings, including that of a 1Zth-contury
wooden stave chunch, Fantoft, & natlonal symbol; gruesome sulchkdes and mur
ders; and an increasing fascinatlon with Natlonal Soclalism ereated a Nurry of
media attention and outright banning of bands’ performances

Beate says, “Lots of the musicians are ashamed of that past and rodl their
eyes In interviews.”

But the past s never far away Varg Vikermes, convicled murderer,
suspecied arsonist of the Fantoft church and ereator of the highly influential
one-man band Burzum, was Lo have boen up for parobke this past month,
but nefther he nor Norweglan prison authorities are releasing any Informa-
Lion

His portmil does not appear in the book

oty dodane lalimes.com

True Norweglan Black Metal, Viee Hooks, Thuriday: 208 ppa , £60, hardeover,
An exhibilion fealuring more [han 30 of Peler Beste’s Norwegian back melal
pholos runs unfil Jure 7al Stephen Kasher Gallery, 521 W 23 81, New York,
NY, (212) S66-J5T8
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MAY 17 - 18

PASADENA CONVENTION CENTER

Saturday 10am-8pm * Sunday 10am-6pm

GOM& JOLW tlflﬂ ceLeb ratmm,l

Call | 28 465 3525 $10 Admission for the Weekend!

or ViR myaccount istimes.com VISIT 200 Exhibitors offering the latest in heaithy living, Ficiaf sy hlisoih Delicious Food & Drink
earth-friendly & holistic products & services. Gift Bag Donated by NTERESTED IN EOUBITINGT
OVER 70 Dynamic Speakers & Workshops PLEASE CALL BO5-442-9700
Los Anatlu: mes :
| fosdngeles Tones PLAY in our 100-piece Drum Circle sponsored by REMO™ % www.newworldfair.org
ENJOY Great Reggae & Belly Dancers




